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     Today's liturgy invites us to reflect again on the proofs we've 

contemplated during this Easter season: the symbol of the empty tomb that 

feeds our intuition that death can't be the end; a palpable experience of 

divine mercy and forgiveness; hearts burning as we hear the message of 

the Gospel; an insight that spurred us toward the lifestyle the Gospels call 

metanoia; or the courage and peace that come from the grace of trusting in 

God. These are the specific experiences we've reflected on during the past 

six weeks. Human life continually offers experiences that we can interpret 

as intuitive hints that give us reason for hope and motivation for seeking 

growth in our faith. 

     It would have been nice if Jesus had waited for his disciples to be 

certain — to know in their head and heart and gut just who he was and 

what it all meant. But Jesus didn't deal in the world of science and proofs; 

he operated in the realm of faith, a state of ongoing growth from doubt and 

fear to trust and peace. The disciples were very much like us. Even though 

they may not have been fully ready, the moment came for Jesus to hand 

his mission over to them. They didn't know everything, but it was time for 

them to begin to practice what Jesus had preached. Whether we take 

Matthew's rendition of Jesus' command to baptize or Luke's narrative of 

Jesus sending them to be witnesses to the whole world, these readings tell 

us that the time of discipleship had come to an end. The apostolic era was 

dawning. From then until now we are living in apostolic times, the era of 

practicing Christianity as experiential learning. The sending of the apostles 

inaugurated the last phase of Jesus' work of salvation. 

     Christianity may be simpler than we thought. Because Christianity is 

not ultimately a philosophy, a collection of dogmas, or a system of 

worship, we will not comprehend the good news except through becoming 

part of making it happen. We will understand Easter when we begin to live 

as if death really has been overcome. We will know Christ in us by 

allowing his grace to move us to give our lives for others. Then we will 

experience living in a post-resurrection world as part of a bona fide 

apostolic community in the making. 
St. Joseph Sr. Mary M. McGlone 

Readings for May 24 
 

Acts 1:1-11 

Psalm 47:2-3, 6-7, 8-9 

Ephesians 1:17-23 

Matthew 28:16-20 

WELCOME! Our parish is a living entity where God interacts with His people. We welcome you to 

register with Saint Peter the Fisherman Catholic Church, where you will find warmth and hospitality 

in a spiritually nourishing environment. As a registered parishioner, you will be kept abreast of 

current information, opportunities and receive a free monthly subscription to NC Catholic, the 

Diocese of Raleigh magazine. Registration forms can be found on the table in the lobby. If you have 

any questions, please call the church office (252-249-3687) during office hours.  If you are visiting us 

today, please introduce yourself after Mass! 
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